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in both Senate and Chamber, the 'Republic of the Republi-
cans' really began. These events shaped the whole future work-
ing of the Constitution.1
The first result was to give France a period of almost un-
broken Radical government for ten years, before the next
serious threat to the Constitution arose in the form of Boulang-
ism. Grevy himself, re-elected in 1885. remained President
throughout this period. Both Senate and Chamber kept Re-
publican party majorities, and although the ministries changed
rapidly, reflecting the growing disunity in the ranks of that
party, none attempted to challenge, pervert or overthrow the
existing Constitution. These ten years consolidated the Third
Republic. They also, unhappily, confirmed the failure of
France to produce either strong political party-formations or
stable ministries.
Before examining the reasons and consequences of these facts s
it is well to summarize the social significance of the triumph of
the Republicans after 1877. Alexandre Zevaes has put it thus:
As the conservative M. Jacques Piou observes, *Is it not a struggle
between the old governing classes and the new social stata? The Due
de Broglie led one, Gambetta headed the other.' . . . Each of the
different political formations corresponds to a particular stratum
either of the governing and possessing class, or of the middle and
working classes: the Legitimists representing more particularly the
big landowners, the Orleanists the wealthy industrial, financial and
business bourgeoisie born and grown since 1830, and the Bonapartists
a small section of the bourgeoisie trusting to the virtues of the sword
and also that crowd of adventurers who seek in a new 'December the
Second* the chance and possibility of fresh spoils. To these three
forms of political and economic reaction are opposed the middle and
lower bourgeoisie, who understand that they have become, and tend
1 On the events of 1879 anc* thei* permanent importance see
E. Lavisse: Histoire de- France Contemporaine (1921), Vol. VIII (by
Charles Seignobos), Chapter III; Alexandre Zevaes: Histoire de la
Troisieme Rfyublique (1938), pp. 105-44. There are valuable accounts
of the Third Republic, its origins and working in R. W. Hale: Demo-
cratic France (1941); W. Sharpi The Government of the French Republic
(1938); K. Munro: France Yesterday and Toddy (1945).

